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and Canadian Governments were each much excited. The
last arrival brings information that the habeas cwpus is sus-
pended in Ireland and the propriety of some governmental
action here was discussed.

Stanton thought a proclamation should be issued and
decisive measures taken, as was done by Van Buren in his
day. Regretted Seward was not present, for we knew not
what appeals had been made by the British Government.
The propriety of taking some action was generally con-
curred in, and Stanton rather pressed it. I proposed that
General Grant should be consulted, sent to the frontiers,
and perhaps it would be well to address a communication
on the subject which would form the basis of government
action. Stanton could see no necessity for bringing Grant
out; a proclamation from the President to put down these
Fenian organizations was what was required. I assented,
but stated that the occasion and condition of the country
and of our public affairs were such that I thought it would
be wise to have the public authorities fully heard, and all
of them. The Irish element, I stated, was a strong one and
clannish, and if a movement against an organization of
theirs was to be made, I wished to see others besides the
President moving, and especially did I desire, under exist-
ing circumstances, when the militia might be called to act,
that General Grant should be consulted. Harlan thought
a circular from the Attorney-General exhorting vigilande
on the part of attorneys and marshals would be sufficient;
the circular could be got into print. While I did not object
to that process, I expressed my conviction that it would be
wise to have General Grant identified with the Adminis-
tration in these movements. Dennison and McCulloch
concurred with me.

After the others left, the President expressed his satisfac-
tion with the direction I had indicated and the bearing it
seemed to have on others.
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